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A pronoun is the word we use

to refer to a person when

we're not using their name.

Ex: "Where's Jamie?" "She /

he / they will be here in five

minutes."

What is a
Pronoun?



(Definition from Merriam Webster)

them

they

him

her
he

she



Not everybody identifies with the

traditional binary of male and female.

Many people identify along the spectrum

between male and female, some move

along the spectrum in their day-to-day

lives or during their lifetimes. Many

people identify as off the spectrum

entirely.

Why Pronouns
Matter



We can't know a person's gender by

looking at them, and because we

want to be respectful, it's important to

give people a chance to share their

pronouns.

When you introduce yourself to a

group, share your pronouns. This

models the practice and can help

others feel comfortable doing the

same. 



A singular “they” is the

most common pronoun

besides “she” and “he,”

but others exist.

Did You
Know?



Be clear that the practice of sharing your

pronouns is a choice -- not required.

However, it is essential to honor and

respectfully use the pronouns of others.

To help yourself, and any other group

members get everyone’s pronouns right,

give everyone the option of writing their

pronouns on their name tags.

If you make a mistake (which is called

“misgendering”), apologize, correct

yourself, and move on.

Tips

http://www.healthline.com/health/transgender/misgendering#why-it-happens


What connections do you
see between respectful
use of pronouns and
violence prevention?
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